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DESCRIPTION/WHAT TO LOOK FOR

« Sharpness of the hip and shoulder bones as well as spine
and ribs can be felt when petting and may be visible
through the skin and coat.

« Visible indentation around pelvis.

« Palpating limbs, lack of muscle can be felt.

« Lack of fat/fold under chin (dewlap).

« Tummy is concave (high arch).

« Hip and shoulder bones as well as spine and ribs are
easily identifiable when petting.

« When standing neutrally on all four legs, back is flat.

« Palpating limbs, muscle and fat layer is thin.

« Little fat/fold under chin (dewlap).

- Tummy is concave (arched).

« Hip and shoulder bones as well as spine and ribs can be
felt when petting but under a layer of fat (not sharp).

« When standing neutrally on all four legs, back has
gentle slope from shoulders to tail.

« Palpating limbs, muscle and fat layer is noticeable.

« Fat/fold under chin (dewlap) is present and feels like
skin fold (not full of fat).

« Tummy is flat or slightly concave (gentle arch).

o Pressure must be applied when petting to feel hip and
shoulder bones as well as spine and ribs.

« Palpating limbs, a thick fat layer is noticeable.

« Fat/fold under chin (dewlap) is noticeable and has
cushion (fat).

« Tummy is slightly convex (sagging).
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« Cannot feel hip and shoulder bones nor spine and ribs
when petting, even when slight pressure is applied.

« Palpating limbs, a thick fat layer is noticeable.

- Fat/fold under chin (dewlap) is pronounced and has
cushion (full of fat).

- Tummy is convex (sagging).




